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With the rise of local industries, cedar and paulownia scrap wood were used to make boxes for Yamagata cast
iron Imono and Yonezawa textiles (Orimono). They are also used for gift boxes of Yamagata cherries, antique
Japanese dolls, artwork, and for preserving antique books.

These boxes have an elegance that can only be created by the skilled craftsmen who have inherited the
tradition’s true essence.
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Hirashimizu pottery is said to originate from when the Buddhist monk Jikaku Daishi used the earth of Chitose
Mountain to teach pottery. It became firmly established as a style during the mid—Edo period and its rustic
texture is famous. Nestled among lush green is a pottery village using Chitose Mountain’s raw clay.
Seiryugama, a kiln famous for a unique glaze named Zansetsu, which means remaining snow glaze, and
Shichemon folk art pottery kiln are engaged in producing a number of different items. Also, there is Yasouji
kiln in the Suzukawa district’s Yanbe area which specializes in engobe and glaze using ash of safflower.
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