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Yamagata city's history and traditional crafts
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Hugged by the bosom of the Zao Mountain Range and born of beautiful nature and a rich climate with
abundant water and fertile soil, Yamagata City has long been a veritable treasure chest of natural resources.
Such pure materials stirred the people’s sensibilities and fueled the craftsmen’s drive for “creating things.”
The Kitamae ships that plied the Mogami River also carried with them the culture of Kyoto, which has left

a unique culture here.In 1356 (First year of the Enbun period), Shiba Kaneyori entered Yamagata and the next
year, he started construction of Yamagata Castle, which would become the center of Yamagata government.
The foundations of the town surrounding the castle stretches back to this time. A craftsman’s district was
created in the castle town where highly skilled craftsmen were warmly cared for. Living in harmony with
Yamagata’s natural features, these masters of their crafts polished their techniques, leaving a tradition that
lives on today.

These master craftsmen’s [IMONO/(Casting) ] [BUTSUDAN/(Household buddhist altar) |
TUCHIHAMONO/(Smithery)| TNOKOGIRI/(Pull saws)| [SASHIMONOKAGU/(Joined furniture)|
['YAKIMONO/(Pottery) | TWAGASA/(Japanese umbrella) | THARIKO/(Papier mache) | TKOKESHI/(Wooden doll) |
[TATEGU/(Joinery) ] TTOKUGIMOKKOU/(Feats woodworking) | [ SHIKKI/(Lacquerware) |
TOUKOUGEI/(Rattan handicrafts)] [OSHIE/(Raised fabric pictures)]

THYOGU/(Art mounting)] [TSHIKU/(Stonework) | [KIRIBAKO/(Paulownia wood box )|
[KUSAKIZOME/(Plant dyed textiles)] , and other crafts mingled and stimulated the development of their
techniques, which continue to this day.

Giving thanks to nature’s bounty and pouring their hearts into bringing out the very best of the area’s

superb natural materials, the spirit of these craftsmen who ceaselessly polished their crafts remains within

the many traditional crafts of Yamagata City.




