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From the Edo period Yamagata’ s umbrellas (Wagasa) were industriously produced with promotion from the
Mizuno clan, leading Yamagata to become the top area of production in Northeastern Japan.

Today there is one location preserving the tradition and producing umbrellas.

Japanese sensibilities and distinctive handmade taste are captured in their style.
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The official flower of Yamagata city is the safflower (Benibana). As Yamagata’s Benibana production reached
its peak in the mid-Edo period it was treasured as a dye for lipstick and Bebibanazome textile dyeing.

For Benibanazome, after the safflowers are picked they are processed into dried crimson cakes of flower petals
called Benimochi, and then that pigment is employed to dye the textiles using old—fashioned methods.

Many different beautiful colors can be expressed depending on the amount of red pigment used.

Kusakizome natural plant dyeing is attractive for its natural tones that come from using only natural materials.
One can sense Yamagata’s changing seasons through these products which has made them grow in popularity.
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