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Yamagata Imono iron casting started in the Kohei period, sometime after the year1060. It is said that it began
when Minamoto no Yoriyoshi entered Yamagata to fight, under order from the Oushu Heitei government.

His iron casters found the sand and soil quality of the Mamigasaki River ideal for casting and settled there.
Together with distinctive molds, there are many decorative techniques that have been passed down such as

moyo oshi pattern stamping and hada uchi pebbling. Yamagata produces items for daily life such as flower
vases, kettles, and teapots for Japanese tea ceremony.
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Yamagata Uchihamono cutlery is said to have gotten its start in 1356 (first year of Enbun period) when
Shiba Kaneyori entered Yamagata and his blacksmiths formed a settlement. The vestiges of the blacksmith’s
town made by Mogami Yoshiaki during the Keichou period (1596-1614) still remain there today.

The technique of that inherited knife-making tradition is highly valued. Old—fashioned pruning shears, kitchen
knives, heavy scissors, sickles, and hoes are still made by hand.
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