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The production techniques of Butsudan Buddhist altars in Yamagata is said to date back to the Genroku period after
1688,when wood sculptors and palace carpenters were invited from Kyoto to construct temples. These Buddhist
altars are distinctively durable while the precision of their construction expresses a fine grace. The seven separate
crafts of wood framing, inner sanctuary construction, wood sculpting, metal ornamentation, lacquering, maki—e gold
powder decoration, and gold leaf gilding are combined tomake Yamagata Buddhist altars.These have received awards

at national exhibits for traditional Buddhist altars and objects.
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As furniture, traditional Sashimono has a precision and durability that cannot be seen in mass produced pieces.
Its intricate workmanship and precise crafting technique is highly regarded. Yamagata Sashimono has an
established reputation for being the pinnacle of fine craftsmanship. Chests of drawers (Tansu),
cupboards (Chadansu), desks, jewelry boxes (Tebako), as well as fantastic folding screens (Byobu) are the

realm of master craftsmen and are valued as rare folk arts. The products brought to life by such excellent skill
and technique are highly acclaimed.
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