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Kokeshi were created at the end of the Edo period and at that time were sold as children’s toys at souvenir
shops of hot spring spas throughout Northeastern Japan. Now, in addition to the many original Kokeshi that
have been made, the nostalgia arousing traditional Kokeshi means they continue to enjoy popularity.

Since long ago, as a specialty of Zao Onsen hot spring (Takayu), they were made along with other wooden
toys like Koma (spinning tops). This tradition is split into several different lineages with the Yamagata branch
and Zao Onsen Takayu branch, and in Yamagata city there are other craftsman in addition to the Yamagata
branch of Kokeshi making.

WJPRIFLE 992-0025 KIRi@nT8-2-49-1 / TEL: 0238-24-3811
Yamagata—ken kokeshikai 8-2-49-1 Torimachi,Yonezawa City Phone:+81-238-24-3811
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The traditional sliding doors (Fusuma) and sliding paper screens (Shoji) made with Yamagata Tategu
workmanship are essential for Japanese style wooden buildings, and have long been valued for their durability.
Recently there have also been designs created that blend together with modern architectures, and Yamagata
Tategu fixtures’ quality is recognized throughout Japan.

W iR G R & 990-2444 [LJE iR PUFENT2-26 / TEL: 023-622-4153
Yamagata tategukyoudoukumiai 2-26 Minamiyonban-cho,Yamagata City Phone:+81-23-622-4153

W afEE TEmERES 990-2211 (WM KT 37 KE 2122-3 / TEL: 023-686-2395
Yamagata—shi dentou tategukougei kyoudoukumiai 2122-3 Jyumonji—Ohara,Yamagata City Phone:+81-23-686-2395

007



