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In the mountain villages of Yamagata City’ s Takase district on the Western side of the Ou Mountain Range,
craftsmen made wooden mortars (Usu), pestles (Kine), ladders, and cutting boards during the Winter months.
These items would be sold in the first market of the new year in Yamagata City on January 10th.

These items are still made as simple and durable folk crafts.
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At the time of the Shogunate, Choshiro Shibue of Kyoto settled in the Shimojo district of Yamagata.

The Kyoto Saga dolls that he made were the beginning of Yamagata Hariko, or paper mache.
In this method, Daruma and dolls are manufactured by plastering Japanese Washi paper into wooden forms.
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